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dasavleT saqarTvelos hegemoni 

lazTa mefe pakori 

 

Cveni kvlevis sagani erTi vercxlis 

Tasia, ufro swored, am Tasze datanili 

berZnuli warwera. konkretuli Tasis Sesa-

xeb informacia da komentarebi daibeWda iv. 

javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelm-

wifo universitetis humanitarul mecniere-

baTa fakultetis arqeologiis institutis 

JurnalSi – interdisciplinaruli arqeo-

logia. ix. А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура
– новый источник по ранней истории Кавказа. in-
terdisciplinaruli arqeologia. II. Tbili-

si. 2013, gv. 45-67. 

2005 wels gagris r-nis sof. aCmardis 

antikur samarovanze gaTxrili #5 mdidru-

li samarxis inventarSi vercxlis Tasic 

eria Semdegi berZnuli warweriT: %Egˆ 

Pάkouroc ã basileÔc toñc §/mnoñc ðdwka – Я, царь 

Пакур, овцам (своим) дал. paleografiulad 

warwera TariRdeba mxolod zogadad, I s. - 

IV s-is dasawyisiT.1 

saxelis warmomavloba sparsulia Se-

                                                           
1 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура – новый источник по 
ранней истории Кавказа. interdisciplinaruli arqeo-
logia. II. Tbilisi. 2013, gv. 55-56. 
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mdegi berZnuli variantebiT: Pάkoroc, 

PakoÓrioc da BakoÓrioc; formulac aRmosavlu-

ria: mefe mwyemsia, qveSevrdomni ki – cxvre-

bi.2 sparsuli warmomavlobis es saxeli Zi-

riTadad parTiis, armeniis da iberiis mefe-

ebs erqvaT. 

aRniSnuli warweris wamkiTxavi a. vi-

nogradovi, gamoricxvis meTodis gamoye-

nebiT, Tvlis, rom aq moxseniebuli Pάkouroc 

an didi armeniis basilevsi pakoria (161 - 

163 ww.), an – `moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁs bakuri3, 

iberiis mefe4; misi zeoba ax.w. III s. boloze 

(?) modis.5 «Очевидно, что речь не идет о
вассальном подчинении территории Ачмарды ни
иберийскому, ни армянскому царю: согласно
Арриану и другим источникам, во II-IV вв. северо-
запад Абхазии не подчинялся ни тому, ни другому.
Нельзя, впрочем, исключать, что надпись на
кувшине принадлежит неизвестному по другим 
источникам царю Колхиды-Лазики, от которой 
апсилы и абасги периодически находились в 
                                                           
2 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура . . ., gv. 56. 
3 moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁ. Satberdis krebuli. gamosace-
mad moamzades b. gigineiSvilma da el. giunaSvilma. 
Tb. 1979, gv. 321. 
4 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура . . ., gv. 57-58. 
5 T. Dundua. Georgia within the European Integration. Part 3. 
Byzantines and the Georgians. Tb. 2013, gv. 8-9. 
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вассальной зависимости».6

motanili citatis bolo winadadeba 

WeSmaritebasTan, nawilobriv, axlosaa, mag-

ram: 1. pakur/pakori lazebis ara hipoTetu-

ri, aramed realuri, narativiT dadasture-

buli, basilevsia antoninus piusis dros, 

amaze dawvrilebiT qvemoT; 2. abaskebi da 

afsilebi lazTa mefis ara eqstensiuri, 

aramed permanetuli vasalebi iyvnen7; 3. II 

s-Si gagris r-nSi sul sxva klanebi sax-

lobdnen, amazec dawvrilebiT qvemoT; 4. pa-

kur/pakorma safuZveli Cauyara lazikis 

centralizebuli samefos arsebobas (III s.).8 

axla, ufro detalurad yovelive 

amis Sesaxeb. 

iulius kapitolini antoninus piusis 

cxovrebis aRwerilobaSi dasZens: “Pharasma-
nes rex ad eum Romam venit plusque illi quam Hadriano 
detulit. Pacorum regem Laziis dedit. Parthorum regem 
ab Armeniorum expugnatione solis litteris reppulit . . .” 
(IX)9 ( . . . man lazebs mefed pakori misca . 

                                                           
6 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура . . ., gv. 58. 
7 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. t. I Tb. 1970, gv. 
555-558. 
8 T. dundua. qarTuli eTnokulturuli evolucia da 
dasavleTi numizmatikuri masalebis mixedviT. Tb. 
1997, gv. 116-117.  
9 The Scriptores Historiae Augustae. With an English Translation by 
David Magie. Vol. I. Harward University Press. Cambridge, 

~

permanentuli
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. .). e.i. pakor/pakur/bakuri, lazTa mefe II s. 

Sua xanebisTvis, md. bzifis dasavleTiT 

mcxovreb Tavis `cxvrebs~/qveSevrdomebs 

vercxlis Tass ugzavnis. 

vin iyvnen isini? 

dasavleT saqarTveloSi Zveli da 

axali welTaRricxvebis mijnaze dawyebuli 

mTielTa Camosaxleba-receptio adgilobrivi 

mmarTveli klasis gaZlierebas emsaxurebo-

da miznad; es ki aucilebeli iyo im kons-

tituciuri normis dafuZnebisTvis, rasac 

batonymuri rigi, anu gareekonomikuri iZu-

leba hqvia.10 

ax. w. I s-is 70-ian wlebSi Crdilo-da-

savleT kolxeTSi aseTi viTarebaa: kvlav 

Crdilo-dasavleTis mimarTulebiT, jer af-

silebi saxloben, Semdeg romauli simagre 

sebastopolisia (castellum Sebastopolis), Semdeg 

– sanikebi, Semdeg – henioxebi (Plin. NH. VI. 
14) (tab. I).11

                                                                                                               
Massachusetts. London, England. First published 1921. Reprinted 
1930, 1953, 1960, 1967,1979, 1991, gv. 122. 
10 T. dundua. qarTuli eTnokulturuli evolucia da 
dasavleTi numizmatikuri masalebis mixedviT, gv. 
115-118; T. dundua, n. silagaZe. saqarTvelos istoria: 
Tematuri Tu qronologiuri principi? Tb. 2000, gv. 55.  
11 gaius plinius sekundusi. bunebis istoria. antiku-
ri kavkasia. enciklopedia. t. I. wyaroebi. Tb. 2010, gv. 
499-500. 
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131 wlisTvis dasavleT saqarTvelos 

politikuri ruka aseTia: Woroxidan, Crdi-

loeTis mimarTulebiT (romauli limesis 

miRma), jer lazebi cxovrobdnen, maTi mefe 

malasaa; Semdeg – afsilebi, maTi mefe iu-

lianea; Semdeg – abaskebi, maTi mefe resma-

gaa; Semdeg – sanigebi, maTi mefe spadagaa. 

axla swored es sanigebi saxloben sebas-

topolisis garSemo (Arr. Periplus. 11)12, da 

vrceldebian Tanam. soWamde (Arr. Periplus. 18)
(tab. II).13

ax. w. II s. Sua xanebisTvis kolxeTis 

zRvispira zolSi (romauli limesis miRma) 

mxolod lazebi ixseniebian (Ptol. Geogr. V. IX. 
5). e.i. zRvispireTi politikurad ukve in-

tegrirebulia lazTa hegemoniiT, da am eT-

nonimma sxva saxelebi gadafara. lazebis 

aRmosavleTiT, hinterlandSi, manralebi/ma-

rgalebi cxovroben (tab. III).14 

yovelive zemoTqmulidan gamomdinare, 

SegviZlia davaskvnaT, rom lazTa mefe pa-

                                                           
12 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo. 
Targmani, gamokvleva, komentarebi da ruka n. keWaR-
maZisa. Tb. 1961, gv. 42-43.  
13 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo, 
gv. 48. 
14 klavdios ptolemaiosi. geografiuli saxelmZRva-
nelo. antikuri kavkasia. t. I, gv. 356d. 
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kor/pakuri Tass Tavis sanig qveSevrdoms 

ugzavnis, Dda rom sul male, Tu ukve ara, 

es ukanaskneli termini avtonomiuri socia-

luri kontraqtis indikatori aRar iqneba, 

aramed – lazTa zRvispira samefoSi Semava-

li konkretuli `saerisTavos~ nominalis 

Ziri. kidev naxevari saukune gaivlis, da 

lazTa samefo mTel dasavleT saqarTve-

los moicavs. 

kidev erTi sakiTxi – romaelTa 

klienti pakor/pakuri sparsul saxels ata-

rebs. ratom? sparsuli saxelebi lazTa ze-

dafenam, albaT, maSin SeiTvisa, rodesac 

samxreT-aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTis meg-

rul-Wanuri mosaxleoba aqemenidur impe-

riaSi (XIX satrapia) Sedioda (Herod. III. 94).
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Pacorus, the Lazi King,
who was Overlord of Colchis/Western Georgia

We are focused on the silver cup from Gagra
district (Abkhazia, Georgia) with the Greek inscription, 
found in 2005 by the Russian archaeologists and 
published as А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура 
– новый источник по ранней истории Кавказа. 
Interdisciplinary Archaeology. II. Tbilisi. 2013, pp. 45-
67. 

BBurial #5 from Antique necropolis in 
Achmarda (Gagra district) shows rich inventory inclu-
ding the silver cup with the Greek inscription as follows: 
%Egˆ Pάkouroc ã basileÔc toñc §/mnoñc ðdwka – I, 

Pacuros, the king, gave to (my) sheep. Palaeographic 
analysis renders only general date, the 1st c. A.D. -
beginning of the 4th c. A.D.1

Originally the Persian name, it has the following
Greek forms: Pάkoroc, PakoÓrioc and BakoÓrioc; 

formula applied here is also very Oriental in essence, 
king is a shepherd, his subjects – the sheep.2 The name
was popular among the Parthian, Armenian and Iberian 
(East Georgian) kings.

                                                           
1 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин  царя Бакура – новый источник по 
ранней истории Кавказа. Interdisciplinary Archaeology. II. Tbilisi. 
2013, pp. 55-56. 
2 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин  царя Бакура . . ., p. 56. 

Who Was
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Russian savant A. Vinogradov who delt with the 
inscription, excluding the possibilities, thought of 
Pacuros as Armenian king Pacorus (161 - 163) or the
Iberian king Bacur (towards the end of the 3rd c. A.D. 
(?), from the Pharnavazid dynasty), mentioned in 
Georgian record “Moktsevai Kartlisai” (Conversion of 
Kartli).3 Still, he denies the possibilities of vassal 
subordination of those living at Achmarda to either 
Armenian, or Iberian king because nobody narrates 
about this status of Northwestern part of Colchis. He 
even admits that Pacuros could had been Lazi (West 
Georgian) king, unknown from the records. Indeed, he 
states, the Aphsils and the Abasks (they started their 
movement from the Caucasian mountains towards 
Colchis in the 1st c. A.D. and settled on the territory of 
modern Abkhazia) were sometimes subjugated to the
Lazi kings.4

For Pacuros being the Lazi king is not a 
possibility, but – reality. He is mentioned in records in 
the times of Antoninus Pius (will be discussed later),
while Aphsils and Abasks were permanent subjects of 
the Lazi kings.5 And moreover, as we shall see further,

                                                           
3 Conversion of Kartli (Moktsevai Kartlisai) (in Georg.). Selected 
Tales from Shatberdi Monastery. Edit. B. Gigineishvili and El. 
Giunashvil. Tbilisi. 1979, p. 321; А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин
царя Бакура . . ., p. 57-58; T. Dundua. Georgia within the European 
Integration. Part 3. Byzantines and the Georgians. Tb. 2013, gv. 8-9. 
4 А. Ю. Виноградов. Кувшин царя Бакура . . ., p. 58 
5 Studies in History of Georgia (in Georg.). v. I. Tb. 1970, pp. 555-
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there were no Aphsils and Abasks at all living in Gagra 
district in the 2nd c. A.D. Also, Pacuros/Pacoros seems to 
pave the way for formation of Lazica, centralized 
Western Georgian kingdom comprising the whole 
Colchis, in the 3rd c. A.D.6

This is briefly, now, in details.
Iulius Capitolinus narrates about Antoninus Pius:

“Pharasmanes rex ad eum Romam venit plusque illi 
quam Hadriano detulit. Pacorum regem Laziis dedit. 
Parthorum regem ab Armeniorum expugnatione solis 
litteris reppulit . . .” (IX)7 ( . . . He gave Pacorus to 
the Lazi as a king . . .). That simply means as follows: 
Pacuros/Pacoros, the Lazi king towards the midst of the 
2nd c. A.D., sends silver cup to his “sheep”/subjects 
living westwards from the river Bzipi.

Who are they?
Many mountaineer clans moved down to Colchis 

on the verge of the 1st c. B.C. - 1st c. A.D. either from the 
South (from the neighbouring places of Trapezus), or –
from the North. Actually, those from the South spoke the 
same Mingrelian (West Georgian) language as the

                                                                                                               
558. 
6 T. Dundua. Georgian Ethnocultural Evolution and the West 
According to the Numismatic Material (the 6th c. B.C. - 1453) (in 
Georg. with Engl. Summary). Tb. 1997, pp. 116-117. 
7 The Scriptores Historiae Augustae. With an English Translation by 
David Magie. Vol. I. Harward University Press. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. London, England. First published 1921. Reprinted 
1930, 1953, 1960, 1967, 1979, 1991, p. 122. 
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Colchians did. So, no cultural changes took place, and 
those too who came from the North, soon made their 
Abkhazian language a family language having Mingre-
lian as social one. Notwithstanding the fact that their mo-
vement was linked up with the decline of city-life, and 
economics, still this social influx was needed to streng-
then the local upper classes to the level that they could 
exercise the changes into constitution – introduction of 
fourced labour, Feudalism was on agenda.8

Towards the 70s of the 1st c. A.D. North West 
Colchis had political picture as follows: there was the 
Roman castellum Sebastopolis (Modern Sokhumi) 
situated to the North-West from dwelling place of the 
Aphsils, and after Sebastopolis we have two more 
Mingrelian speaking social contracts up there, the Saniks 
and the Heniokhs (Plin. NH. VI.14) (Pl. I).

Beyond the Roman limes, close to the sea, the 
following political units existed in Western Georgia 
towards 131: general direction is that to the North from 
mouth of the river Chorokhi, near modern Georgian-
Turkish border; the list is headed by the Lazi with their 
king Malassas, next come the Aphsils and their king 
Iulianos, then – the Abasks and their king Resmagas,
finally, the Sanigs and their king Spadagas. The Sanigs 

                                                           
8 T. Dundua. Georgian Ethnocultural Evolution and the West 
According to the Numismatic Material, pp. 115-118; T. Dundua, N. 
Silagadze. History of Georgia: Chronological or Thematical 
Concept? (in Georg.). Tb. 2000, p. 55. 
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lived around Sebastopolis (Arr. Periplus. 11), and 
further, till modern Sochi (Arr. Periplus. 18), now in 
Russian Federation (Pl. II).

And we have amazing picture already for the 
midst of the same century: now only Lazi happen to live 
beyond the Roman limes at the Eastern Black Sea littoral
(Ptol. Geogr. V. IX. 5). This could mean only one thing 
– Lazi coastal kingdom is already present, with other 
political terms/names having been disappeared in favour 
of Lazi. The Manrals/Margals (Mingrelians) dwelt in 
deep hinterland towards the East (Pl. III).

So, Pacuros/Pacoros, the Lazi king, sends silver 
cup either to his vassal, the Sanig, or, simply, to his 
subject living in “dukedom of Sanigia”. It will take half 
century more and this kingdom will already include the 
whole Western Georgia.

Apparently the Roman client, Pacuros/Pacoros
still has the Persian name, generally adopted by the Lazi 
aristocracy while their mountains over Trapezus being 
subjugated to the Achaemenid rule (the 19th satrapy.) in 
the remote past (Herod. III. 94).
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Plate I
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Plate II
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Plate III
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